














118

With a young population and 
developing infrastructure, 
there is strong demand for 
new internet and mobile 
technology, says Hiwa Afandi, 
KRG Webmaster

Internet 
and Mobile 
Provision
For decades, the lack of proper wired information 
and communication technology (ICT) infrastructure 
hindered the economic growth of developing 
countries, including the Kurdistan Region. 
Establishing such infrastructure is expensive and 
time consuming; so for most countries it was a luxury 
they could not afford. As a result, the majority of the 
population had no proper access to ICT services.  

Rapid advances in wireless technologies, however, 
have softened this obstacle greatly. Nowadays, we 
can quickly provide for affordable wireless ICT 
infrastructure, which, in turn, enables new business 
opportunities, and makes a huge customer  
base accessible. 

Wireless infrastructure is a prerequisite for the 
mobile business, because a mobile device is always 
a wireless one, though it is important to consider 
wired and wireless technologies as complementary, 
and not necessarily competitive.  

In today’s turbulent e-business environment, it’s 
impossible, or at least very inefficient, to have a 
linear relationship with the customer, i.e. to provide 
a total solution through a single company. A “value 
web,” as it is known, is a complex environment 
within which different companies play their role in 
creating distinctive values. These values together 
constitute solutions for customers. 

The value web in the Kurdistan Region may 
include the following principal network providers: 
•	� AsiaCell and Korek Telecom. These two companies 

are the local giants of GSM services and are also 
registered as Iraq-wide federal providers. With more 
than 2 million subscribers in Kurdistan alone, they 
are well established, and cover a fairly wide area. 

•	� Mobitel is the 3G operator in the Region. The main 
coverage of its networks is in Erbil and Dohuk 
provinces. Mobitel offers the typical 3G network 
services, such as video calls, MMS and wireless 
internet access.
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In the 
Kurdistan 
Region 
it is 
currently 
easy to 
be well 
positioned 
in the 
value web

•	� TarinNet is the main Wi-Fi network operator, 
with networks operating in Erbil and Duhok, and 
it is the main provider of internet access for the 
Government. CellNet and Broosk operate as Wi-Fi 
operators in Sulaimania.

•	� AriaNet is another internet service provider, using 
EV-DO technology, and operates primarily in Erbil.

These companies rely on their own networks within 
the Kurdistan Region, except for internet backbone 
connectivity, which has to go through satellite 
gateway providers. This fact creates a bottleneck for 
all of them when it comes to bandwidth, speed and 
reliability, because of the existing limitations of 
satellite gateways.

What are known as public switched telephone 
networks (PSTN) are privatized in the Kurdistan 
Region. Newroz Telecome operates in Erbil and 
Dohuk provinces, while Kurdtel is the PSTN 
operator in Sulaimania. At the time of writing, 
Newroz Telecome is in the process of establishing 
a fiber-optic backhaul link to the internet through 
Turkey, which is the first significant step in the 
Kurdistan Region to provide reliable wide area 
network (WAN) services. 

Major opportunities exist for investors in these 
sectors. Internet gateway services are among the 
most obvious. Using satellite gateways to backhaul 
the traffic to the internet constitutes the worst 
bottleneck. Any company with an alternative 
solution will immediately be a vital player in 
Kurdistan’s value web, and of significant importance 
in providing WAN services to other companies, such 
as end-user internet providers.

In the Kurdistan Region it is currently easy to 
be well positioned in the value web, thanks to the 
lack of hard competition. But this situation will not 
endure. Experience throughout the world suggests 
that first movers are usually able to maintain a 
sustainable advantage. 

Delegates walk among the  
stands at the 4th International 
Erbil Trade Fair in Erbil
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The Kurdistan Region’s two mobile phone operators, Korek Telecom 
and Asiacell, were established in 1999 and 2001 by entrepreneurs 
who dared to offer their fellow Kurds access to technology that was 
banned under Saddam Hussein. The offering was simple at the 
beginning, with Korek and Asiacell lacking roaming agreements and 
their technology only working in their respective coverage areas. 
By 2007, both companies had expanded their offering and made 
international associations that would enable them to win two out of 
the three licenses for all of Iraq.

Please tell us about yourself and Trowers & Hamlins.
Trowers & Hamlins is a City of London law firm with its 
international practice focused exclusively on the Middle East. We 
have more than 100 lawyers across a network of offices in the 
Region. I am a corporate partner based in Bahrain and I head 
the firm’s telecommunications, media and technology practice. I 
spend a lot of time on the road as my clients are based in various 
locations across the Middle East, Europe, North America and Asia.

How did you get involved in Asiacell’s bid for the Iraqi mobile 
phone license auction in 2007?
In 2007, I had been advising Qatar Telecom (Qtel) on a lot of 
its license acquisition and M&A work in the Middle East and 
elsewhere. We advised Qtel on its partnership with Asiacell in the 
lead-up to bidding for the Iraqi mobile phone license. Once the 
partnership was established, we began advising the consortium on 
its bid and advised it through the bid and auction process until it 
was awarded the license.
 
What were the main challenges you faced?
We did not face any particular challenges that we have not faced 
anywhere else when trying to put together a consortium of bidders 
for a telecoms license. The fact that the key consortium member 
– Asiacell – was physically based in Iraq did present one or two 
logistical challenges from time to time, but otherwise it was 
similar to many other deals we have worked on.

TELECOMS

Abdullah Mutawi of UK-based law firm 
Trowers & Hamlins explains to Bayan Sami 
Abdul Rahman, KRG High Representative 
to the U.K., how his company advised the 
Asiacell consortium on its successful bid

How did this compare with your work in other countries?
We frequently assist clients in assembling bidding consortia for 
telecom licenses and the consortium members are frequently 
based in different countries. One of the key advantages that we 
enjoyed was that Asiacell was already operating in Iraq and  
was, therefore, familiar with the commercial, legal and  
regulatory environment.

Why was winning this bid significant?
Before the auction, Asiacell was already a very successful 
mobile operator in the Kurdistan Region. The three licenses 
auctioned and awarded in 2007 were nationwide licenses, and 
so from Asiacell’s perspective it meant being able to expand 
its geographical coverage from Kurdistan to the whole of Iraq, 
thereby providing a much larger group of customers to win. It also 
effectively introduced competition to the Iraqi telecoms market, 
signalling the beginning of a new period in which operators were 
compelled to focus much more closely on the customers’ needs.

What other work have you done in the Kurdistan Region  
or elsewhere in Iraq?
We have advised many clients on corporate and commercial 
matters in Iraq, including the Kurdistan Region, in sectors 
ranging from energy to industry and construction. We have good 
connections with local lawyers on the ground who are able to 
advise on the local laws and on dealing with local authorities.

How do you see the future of telecoms in the Kurdistan Region 
and Iraq as a whole?
The Kurdistan Region and Iraq as a whole will continue to develop 
a modern telecommunications infrastructure and will witness 
strong growth in years to come. More and more people in Iraq are 
using telecommunications services and they now have a range of 
service providers to choose from.

I have no doubt that these telecom operators will continue to 
invest in the country’s telecoms infrastructure as such investment 
is necessary to be able to provide new and improved services at 
increasingly competitive prices. For the telecom companies, this 
will be critical to retaining existing customers and winning new 
ones and, since there are so many potential customers to be won, 
this investment is inevitable.

Additionally, fast and reliable internet access will be a key 
component of social and economic development in Iraq. As 
wireless technologies through which such services can be provided 
develop and proliferate, it is likely that Iraq will also witness a 
boom in fixed-line services, as well.
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Imad Ahmad Sayfour, Minister for Housing and Reconstruction, 
talks to Vian Rahman and Alexander Hardie Forsyth
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Dr. Anwar A. Abdullah outlines the opportunities for the “re-greening” of Kurdistan
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investment. This then led on to a preliminary design 
and then a fully detailed design, which was finalized 
in the summer of 2005, so enabling construction work 
to commence.    

How much has been invested in the project?
A great deal of time and effort has been invested in 
the project. From a logistical point of view, much of 
the construction materials and systems have had to 
be imported from around the world, but in particular, 
Turkey. From a financial point of view the cost of 
construction when the airport opens will be in excess 
of $400 million. 

What was the design brief?
The aviation sector in Kurdistan back in 2004 was, to 
say the least, very limited and though the KRG knew 
what it wanted in terms of facilities, the initial task 
was to explain what this meant in reality and to look 
at the types of options available. The brief included: 
state-of-the-art design; international and domestic 
travel; suitability to handle a range of aircraft up to 
and including Boeing 747 and the latest long-range 
wide-bodied aircraft; and a facility of which the Kurdish 
people could be rightly proud. Since the construction 
works commenced almost four years ago, there have 
inevitably been some additions and changes, including 
increasing the size of the main terminal and the range 
of aircraft that can be handled, but the overriding 
principles have remained exactly the same. 

No Longer Just Up in the Air: 
The Capital’s New Airport 

Vian Rahman interviews Stewart Vickers, Technical Director of 
Scott Wilson, about the Erbil International Airport construction 

With one of the largest runways in the world, Erbil 
International Airport is one of the most ambitious 
and forward-looking projects in the Kurdistan Region. 
For the land-locked Region, the airport is vital for 
increasing investment, trade and tourism. The new 
airport is scheduled to open in 2009 and to replace 
the existing smaller one in Erbil, Kurdistan’s capital. 
Stewart Vickers is the Technical Director for Scott 
Wilson, the U.K.-based international consultancy 
that designed the airport for the Kurdistan Regional 
Government (KRG) and the contractor, a joint venture 
between Makyol and Cengiz. He has been working in 
Erbil since the project started in the spring of 2004. 
Vian Rahman interviewed him about the new airport 
and his experience of working in the Kurdistan Region.

Why did the KRG decide that Erbil needed a new airport?
British companies have been involved with 
international infrastructure projects for many years 
now and Scott Wilson used to have a large permanent 
office in Iraq. When the political situation deteriorated, 
a reluctant decision was taken to move staff to other 
regional projects, although it was always expected that 
things would return to the way that they were, as and 
when the political situation returned to normality.

In Spring 2004, Scott Wilson was invited to carry 
out a concept design for a new airport in Erbil. Various 
meetings took place to establish the parameters 
of such a far-sighted development which, when 
operational, would open Kurdistan to much-needed 

infrastructure and development 

FINAL PROOFFINAL PROOF



125

infrastructure and development

One interesting feature of the new airport is the 
iconic flame tower that has been located at the main 
entrance to the site, and is readily visible from many 
parts of the city. The aim is to reflect Kurdistan’s vision 
of the future and the rebirth of a nation. 

What is the concept behind the airport’s design?
It was to produce a modern, state-of-the-art facility 
that will soon become the regional airport of choice 
for passenger and freight services in and out of the 
Kurdistan Region, and indeed the wider Region. It 
also needed to incorporate suitable features to enable 
local people to be trained to operate and maintain 
the facilities in the years ahead. It needed to be large 
enough to cope with the anticipated traffic, and at 
the same time, be readily expandable as demand 
grew. It also needed to be planned so there is scope to 
construct longer-term developments, such as hotels 
and international conference facilities. 

The airport construction is now substantially 
complete, and based on the reactions of KRG officials, 
the overall objectives have been achieved in full. Scott 
Wilson was always mindful that over the next years, 
millions of visitors will gain their first impression of 
the Kurdistan Region by arriving at the new airport, so 
the welcoming design was always an important factor 
of the project.

What about the gates, runway capacity and  
airport facilities?
The new airport has been designed to incorporate all 
of the features that both domestic and international 
travellers would expect. There are the normal 
retail areas, food halls and duty free facilities, and 
many lounges to accommodate both standard and 
commercially important passengers (CIPs). Six air-
bridges have been installed for easy access to and from 
the aircraft, and in total the airport can accommodate 
12 aircraft at any one time.

Freight services will be a very important aspect of 
the airport operation, and both covered and open 
facilities have been constructed. These facilities 
included temperature-controlled and bonded 

warehousing areas, allowing the vast majority of goods 
to use Erbil International Airport. A total of five large-
capacity cargo aircraft can be accommodated at any one 
time. A separate VIP building has also been constructed 
for senior Government officials, core diplomatic 
personnel and VVIPs.

The concrete runway, at 4,800m long by 75m wide, has 
been designed to accommodate the largest aircraft in 
the world, with more than sufficient room for expansion 
in the years ahead. Many countries would wish to have 
such technically advanced facilities and a long-range 
capacity runway.

Apart from the design, in what other areas of the project 
is Scott Wilson involved?
Airports by their very nature are extremely complex 
facilities and we have also provided full support and site 
liaison services from both U.K. and Kurdistan Region-
based personnel. Over the past few months, Scott Wilson 
has been working closely with the KRG to get the airport 
licensed to very demanding world-class standards, and 
ready for operation. These types of facilities need to 
satisfy both national and international regulations. 
This role is ongoing and it is likely that this support will 
continue to enable local Kurdish personnel to ultimately 
take over full control.

What about the other companies and partners in  
the project?
Two Turkish companies based in Istanbul, Makyol and 
Cengiz, have undertaken the construction of the airport. 
This joint venture has achieved a great deal in extremely 
difficult working conditions and the quality of the 
finished product should be applauded. 

What have been the biggest challenges and the most 
satisfying elements of the project? 
The temperature in the Kurdistan Region can reach 
as high as 50ºC (120ºF) in the summer, and this has 
meant challenging working conditions on many of the 
outdoor tasks.   

There are very few manufacturing facilities in 
Kurdistan and as a result, the vast majority of materials 
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and equipment have had to be imported, in particular 
from Turkey. Every kilogramme of cement and steel, 
for example, has had to be brought in by road with 
each vehicle working on a seven-day turn-round 
basis. From a logistical point of view this has been 
a major achievement and all concerned should be 
congratulated on a job well done. 

All construction numbers have been very big; 
for example, in excess of 12 million cubic meters 
of excavation has been necessary to construct the 
new airport. Now that the new airport is near to 
commissioning, we are starting to receive comments 
from aviation experts that this new facility is able to 
be favorably compared with many world-class airports. 
This is an achievement of which everyone involved can 
be very proud.

How easy or difficult is it for foreign companies  
to work in the Kurdistan Region? What are  
the challenges?
Most people associate the Kurdistan Region with Iraq, 
and the mistaken perception is that the Region as a 
whole is a less than desirable place to work and travel 
to. All Scott Wilson employees without exception have 
enjoyed their time in Kurdistan; they take the view 
that the project is very technically challenging, yet 
rewarding. There are many countries where security 
is an important factor in business, but the important 
thing is to make sure that adequate precautions are 
taken to minimize or even eliminate the risks.   

Five years ago, conditions could have been described 
as difficult, but increasingly and with the opening of 
new roads and airports, travel has become much easier 
and Kurdistan has become a very attractive place to 
work. Regular visitors can see for themselves that there 
are many business opportunities in a wide range of 
fields. The city of Erbil is bustling with tower cranes 
and new construction, and it is great to see everyone 
busily going about their daily business.

Scott Wilson has always employed local people who 
have worked very well as part of a successful team. To 
my mind, this is the formula for success and it also 
gives something back to the local community.  

What plans have been made for the staffing of  
the airport?
The airport, when opened, will be one of the larger 
employers in the Region, and a 24/7 operation. It is 
important that as many local people as possible are 
recruited and trained to fill what could be as many as 
800 long-term jobs.

Many staff will be transferred from the existing 
airport, which will soon close, and the recruitment 
process for the additional staff has already begun. 
Though there are clearly going to be some specialist 
roles, many of the new positions will be available to 
local people who have the basis skills to work in what 
is a global and growing industry. 

 
You have been visiting the Kurdistan Region since 
June 2004. What are your impressions of working and 
living there?
Back in 2004 the only viable way to get to Erbil was 
by road from southern Turkey, and it goes without 
saying that this was not the most satisfactory or 
comfortable way to travel.

When the existing airport was commissioned 
back in 2005, access to the country became so much 
easier, and it is now wonderful to see a mix of people 
traveling to Erbil. These include local and overseas 
business people, as well as families with children 
who, in many cases, wanted to meet with families and 
friends after a gap of many years.

I have traveled to Erbil more than 25 times now in 
the last five years. Erbil is very welcoming, the locals 
are very friendly and keen to support the increasing 
numbers of international companies in Kurdistan and, 
of course, to improve their English language skills. 
Most goods are significantly cheaper than the U.K., and 
the food is wonderful; it is clear that the Kurdistan 
Region can and will become an attractive place, both 
to visit and to do business.

What about daily life when you’re in Kurdistan? What 
do you do in your spare time there? What is life like 
for expatriates?
As an international businessman, unfortunately there 
is very little spare time. The pleasure of travelling to 
any new country is to see different cultures and meet 
new people. The highlight of any trip to Erbil is a trip 
to the “souk” or market where the variety of goods on 
offer is mind-boggling. I suspect it is possible to buy 
almost anything if you know where to look.

I have many colleagues who travel to and work in 
Erbil and life can be very good, particularly in the 
summer, when the sun always shines.

What advice would you give to foreign companies 
wanting to do business in Kurdistan? 
My advice is simply not to spend too much time 
thinking about it; just come on an inexpensive visit 
to Erbil to see for yourself what is happening, and the 
sorts of opportunities that exist.

For foreign companies coming for the first time, 
a local partner can make life so much easier. Many 
things are done differently, and a local partnership 
with local people can keep the learning curve to 
the absolute minimum. There are a number of 
local organizations, such as the local Chambers of 
Commerce who, from my own experience, are keen to 
be associated with foreign companies.

Kurdistan for me is a great place to live, work 
and invest in. Therefore I have no hesitation in 
traveling here on business. The people are friendly 
and the opportunities for business are excellent, 
provided that it is undertaken in a considered and 
controlled manner  

As Technical Director of a U.K.-based plc, I find the 
support from the KRG, both in Erbil and London, 
to be excellent, and they are very supportive of any 
initiatives that can bring prosperity to the Region.  
 
Scott Wilson Group plc is a multi-disciplinary international 
design and engineering consultancy for the built and 
natural environments. With more than 6,000 members of 
staff, the Group offers integrated professional services in the 
transportation, property, environment and natural resources 
sectors. The Group, from its U.K. headquarters, currently 
controls a worldwide network of 80 offices, of which 40 are 
in the U.K. The main international centers are located in 
Australia, Canada, China, Eastern Europe, Hong Kong, 
India, the Middle East and South East Asia.



Erbil’s New City  
shopping mall
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Vian Rahman describes the 
commercialization of greater Erbil 



Healthcare in the Kurdistan Region is 
improving but the sector still faces a  
number of challenges, says Michael Howard
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The Medya 
Diagnostic 
Centre offers 
pathology, 
laboratory 
and radiology 
services



Professor Brendan O’Leary interviews Dr. Mohammed Sadiq,  
President of Salahaddin University, Erbil City 
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By John C. Bersia and  
Roger Handberg

The University of Central 
Florida’s (UCF’s) focus on 
Kurdish studies dates to 2004, 
when Lt. Gen. (Ret.) Jay Garner 
joined the advisory board of 
the Global Perspectives Office. 
He has facilitated visits by 
various speakers, including 
Dr. Najmaldin Karim of the 
Washington Kurdish Institute 
and Qubad Talabani. Later, 
an Endowed Chair in Kurdish 
Political Studies – the first 
in the United States – was 
established by Dr. Karim, and 
the Kurdish Political Studies 
Initiative was created  
(www.ucfglobalperspectives.org/
kurdish_studies/index.php).

The Initiative strives to develop 
knowledge and understanding 
about the Kurds and Kurdistan. 
It is a cooperative undertaking 
of the Global Perspectives Office 
and the Department of Political 
Science (where the Endowed 
Chair is housed), as well as the 
Global Connections Foundation, 
a non-profit educational 
partnership.

Formally launched in 2008, 
the Initiative sponsors or co-
sponsors public discussions 
involving high-profile speakers 
and conferences; supports 
scholarship and research; and 
works with partners regionally, 
nationally and internationally. 
Although interdisciplinary in 
nature, the program’s primary 
emphasis is on politics.  

The Initiative’s advisory 
board includes John C. 
Bersia, Special Assistant 
to the President for Global 
Perspectives; Gen. Garner,  
formerly the Director of the 

 
 
 
Office of Reconstruction  
and Humanitarian Assistance 
for Post-War Iraq; Roger 
Handberg, Chairman of the 
Political Science Department; 
Dr. Karim, a Partner at Drs. 
Falik and Karim, P.A., and  
the President of the Washington 
Kurdish Institute; Jack 
McGuire, Associate Dean 
of the College of Sciences; 
Brendan O’Leary, Lauder 
Professor of Political Science 
and Director of the Penn 
Program in Ethnic Conflict at 
the University of Pennsylvania; 
Sibille Pritchard, President 
of the Global Connections 
Foundation; Joe R. Reeder, 
a Shareholder at Greenberg 
Traurig, Washington, D.C.; 
Qubad Talabani, Representative 
of the Kurdistan Regional 
Government, Washington D.C.; 
and Ambassador Howar Ziad  
at the Embassy of Iraq,  
Ottawa, Canada. 

Under the auspices of the 
Initiative, UCF has offered 
numerous public, co-curricular 
activities, including a series 
featuring Michael Gunter of 
Tennessee Tech University, 
Brendan O’Leary; and 
Jonathan Morrow of Hills 
Stern & Morley, Washington 
D.C., and the principal legal 
advisor to the Kurdistan 
Regional Government’s 
Ministry of Natural Resources.  

John C. Bersia and Roger 
Handberg are the interim 
Co-Directors of The
Kurdish Political Studies 
Initiative at UCF. 

KURDISH POLITICAL STUDIES AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA
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The American University of Iraq 
– Sulaimania (AUI-S) is a private, 
independent, non-profit institution of 
higher education. AUI-S is dedicated 
to the pursuit of knowledge based on 
the liberal arts model of education.  
Its core mission is the promotion of 
critical thinking, freedom of thought 
and expression, leadership, civic 
responsibility, and tolerance of diversity.  
It is a co-educational institution that is 
open to all qualified students without 
regards to race, religion, economic status, 
or political affiliation. English is the 
language of instruction.  

The AUI-S project was initiated in 
2004 by the AUI-S Board of Regents 
and Trustees with a campus development 
plan targeting a student population of 
5,000 by the year 2021. The University 
opened its first classes in October 2007 
with 35 students and now has more than 
300. The University possesses a 175-
hectare plot of land that will house both 
the academic campus as well as income-
generating commercial development.  

The campus is strategically located 
adjacent to the Sulaimania International 
Airport on the rapidly urbanizing western 
outskirts of the city. With its tolerant and 
welcoming environment, security and 

growing economy, Sulaimania provides the 
ideal location for the American University. 

AUI-S is committed to providing a  
first class, American-style education  
that focuses on the development of 
English language and critical thinking 
skills, as well as a solid liberal arts 
foundation for each of its career-oriented 
baccalaureate majors and minors, and 
postgraduate degrees. The programs 
currently offered include a BBA in 
management and policy studies, a 
BS in information technology, a BA 
in international studies and an MBA. 

In addition, the Continuing Education 
Division offers non-degree courses 
to government, private sector, and 
community clientele. 

In the near future, AUI-S will offer 
further academic programs, including 
degrees in water resource engineering and 
environmental science through the Twin 
Rivers Institute for Scientific Research. 
All of these programs have been designed 
to play an important role in meeting the 
needs of Iraq for development and to 
provide a model for higher education 
throughout the country.

THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF IRAQ - SULAIMANIA
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The International School of Choueifat 
(ISC) is east of Erbil. It follows the great 
tradition of Choueifat schools throughout 
the Middle East. The school is financially 
independent, and is a member of the 
rigorous educational system operated by 
the Sabis schools network in 15 countries. 
Every year, graduates from Sabis schools 
gain entry to highly competitive universities 
around the world. 

The ISC provides an internationally 
oriented, college-preparatory curriculum 
for students of different nationalities and 
backgrounds, from the age of three through 
to 18, with a focus on the core subjects of 
English, math, sciences and languages. 

The idea of opening a Choueifat school 
in Erbil came from Abdul Aziz Taib, 
the Kurdistan Region’s Minister for 
Agriculture. It was strongly supported by 
Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani. The 

school opened in September 2006 and 
moved to its new permanent campus in 
August 2008. 

This purpose-built, state-of-the-art 
campus on the Erbil-Salahaddin Road can 
house up to 2,500 students, and includes 
an indoor swimming pool, athletics track, 
football pitch and basketball courts, in 
addition to a library and advanced music, 
art and academic facilities.

The Kurdistan Regional Government 
is widening opportunities to study at 
the International School of Choueifat by 
giving scholarships to gifted students 
from low-income households. And as 
well as opening the school in Erbil, the 
ISC has partnered with the Ministry of 
Education in a private-public partnership 
for state schools. 

At the opening of the school’s new 
campus, Prime Minister Barzani 

underlined the school’s importance. 
He said it “offers a world-class 
education… opens the door for other 
private educational institutions to enter 
the Kurdistan Region, [and] raises the 
performance level expected of both 
public and private schools.”

Angie Chung, from Tacoma in 
Washington State, joined ISC-Erbil in 
2008. She says: “Being an English, 
math, and music teacher for 26 
kindergarteners, as well as a math 
teacher for 26 eight-year-olds, I returned 
home for the first few weeks feeling as if 
I had run a marathon… At times, while 
teaching I feel I am holding back a tidal 
wave, because their enthusiasm can 
translate to rowdiness in the classroom. 
But then I remember how math teachers 
in the U.S. have the opposite problem 
– indifference – which is far worse. It is 
wonderful to feel so appreciated in this 
often underappreciated profession.”

THE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF CHOUEIFAT, ERBIL 



Airport administration
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Erbil International Airport

Airport operations
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www.erbilairport.net



Professor Karol Soltan tracks the 
progress of the constitution of Iraq
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David Michael Tafuri looks at the incentives available to investors under  
the progressive Kurdistan Region investment law
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
OF IRAQ INVESTMENT LAW
 
Investors may only rent or lease project land for a 
maximum of 50 years.
 

Prohibits investment in oil and gas extraction/ 
production, as well as banks and insurance companies.
 

Full repatriation of project investment and  
profits allowed.

Project income tax exempt for ten years from date 
production commences, or offer of services. If Iraqis 
accounted for more than 50 percent of original project 
investment, project income tax exemption may be 
extended up to 15 years in total.

Import of spare parts tax exempt up to 20 percent of 
project cost.

Hotels, hospitals, universities, schools, tourist 
institutions granted tax-exempt import of linens, 
carpets, furniture and other renovation items every  
four years.

Employment of foreign workers allowed, provided  
no capable Iraqis available; foreign workers may 
repatriate earnings.

Vehicles, equipment, instruments, etc., tax exemption 
from duties, taxes and import licenses, provided they 
are imported within three years of investment  
license approval.

Foreign investor and capital treated on equal footing 
with national investor and capital.

Law silent as to provision of basic services to  
project area.
 

Law silent as to import of raw materials for production. 
 

Law silent as to additional incentives for project 
investment in less developed areas or joint projects 
between Iraqis and foreigners.

Foreign and/or domestic insurance of project allowed. 

KURDISTAN REGIONAL
GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT LAW

100 percent ownership of project land allowed, though 
investor may not own land containing oil, gas or 
mineral resources.

Does not explicitly prohibit investment in these areas, 
but Supreme Council for Investments may allow 
investment in any sector it chooses other than those 
explicitly listed in the law’s categories (e.g. hotels, 
transportation, services).

Full repatriation of project investment and  
profits allowed.

Project income tax exempt for ten years from date 
production commences or offer of services; no  
provision for extension of income tax exemption.
 

Import of spare parts tax exempt up to 15 percent  
of project cost.

Hotels, hospitals, universities, schools, tourist 
institutions granted tax-exempt import of linens, 
carpets, furniture and other renovation items every 
three years.

Employment of foreign workers allowed, provided  
no capable Iraqis available; foreign workers may  
repatriate earnings.

Vehicles, equipment, instruments, etc., tax exemption 
from duties, taxes and import licenses, provided they 
are imported within two years of approval granted by 
Investment Commission Chairman.

Foreign investor and capital treated on equal footing 
with national investor and capital.

KRG will provide services (water, electric, sewage, 
public road, telecommunications, etc. ) to the boundary 
of the project.

Import of raw materials for production tax exempt for 
customs duties for five years.

Additional incentives for projects in less developed 
areas and joint projects between Kurds and foreigners.

Foreign and/or domestic insurance of project allowed.





Stephen F. DeAngelis, President and CEO,  
Enterra Solutions sees opportunities in 
Kurdistan as an emerging market
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Before you export,
speak to the expert.

www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk



CULTURE AND SOCIETY

Traveling to and around the Kurdistan Region 
has never been easier, says Michael Howard



CULTURE AND SOCIETY

Erbil’s citadel is built on layers of 
archaeological ruins representing 
consecutive historical 
settlements, since the building of 
the first village in that location 
around the 6th millennium B.C.  



CULTURE AND SOCIETY

Agri Ismail explores the 
cuisine of Kurdistan



CULTURE AND SOCIETY

Michelle Grajek reports on how the Kurdistan Regional 
Government is supporting women across Iraq



CULTURE AND SOCIETY

Taha Barwary, Minister of Sports and Youth, explains the valuable role of the MOSY 

Erbil club players hold the 
trophy of the Iraqi Football 
Championship, as a man 
wearing the Kurdish fl ag 
celebrates the team’s 
homecoming in August 2008 



CULTURE AND SOCIETY

Kurdistan is open to religious diversity. 
Professor Hamit Bozarslan,Ecole des Hautes 
Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, reports

A Yezidi sect 
devotee kisses a 
monument in the 
yard of the main 
Lalish temple 
at the town of 
Sheikh Hadi, 
near Dohuk in 
northern Iraq



CULTURE AND SOCIETY

Kurdistan is believed to be one of the most tolerant and culturally  
harmonious places in the Middle East. Liam Anderson reports



CULTURE AND SOCIETY

Bayan Sami Abdul Rahman, KRG High Representative to the U.K. 
and former journalist at the Financial Times looks at the steps  
being taken towards a thriving media in Kurdistan 



CULTURE AND SOCIETY

By Stephen LoCascio

Actress Belcim 
Bilgin poses during 
a photocall for 
Kurdish director 
Hiner Saleem’s film 
Kilometre Zero
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